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By Vacationldea Staff on April 17, 2022 - Updated Houghton, Michigan is in the Northern tier of the Keweenaw Peninsula. The estimated population of 7,888 keeps a small town feel for this cold-weather city. Because of the long winters, many outdoor winter activities and festivals are held. Michigan Technological University holds a winter carnival
each year that celebrates the cold weather with snow sculptures and contests. Visitors to Houghton will want to plan their trip accordingly. If you are interested in warmer weather activities, consider boating on the Portage Lake or a cruise along the Portage Canal. Be sure to check out some of the unique eateries around town. We recommend that
you call the attractions and restaurants ahead of your visit to confirm current opening times. © Minakryn Ruslan/stock.adobe.com In 1991, the A.E. Seaman Mineral Museum was named Michigan’s official mineral museum. Over the history of the museum’s gathering, there are now about 4,000 specimens on display over the three exhibit areas,
though the number of specimens in the collection are well over 50,000. Those three exhibit areas are the Copper Pavilion, which showcases a 19-ton Lake Copper sample; the Phyllis and John Seaman Garden, a place to view rocks and plants; and the Thomas D. Shaffner Exhibit Hall, where mineral exhibits are housed. Guests are encouraged to
dedicate, at minimum, two hours for touring the exhibits. 1404 Sharon Avenue, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 904-487-2572 © Carnegie Museum This building is associated with a great name not just in name alone. Andrew Carnegie provided a $15,000 grant for a library to be built here. Since then, the library has become the Carnegie Museum. In
2009, a board of trustees took over the museum, attempting to renovate it back to its former glory. The exhibits featured in the museum are free for visitors. The museum is run completely on the funds of museum members. Guests to the museum can check out some of the current exhibits, like the vintage postcard display or the history of brewing on
the Keweenaw. 105 Huron Street, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-482-7140 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI" Back to Top When you’re on your way to the Rock Harbor on Isle Royale, you’ll likely need to hitch a ride on the Ranger III. This vessel is 165 feet long and can carry 128 passengers across the water to the island. The
schedule varies day-to-day, though you’ll want to plan ahead to make sure you are not caught in one of the ports overnight (unless planned) since the trip is six hours one way. Along with transport, this ferry provides hour-long tours and even a three-hour cruise down the Portage Canal. Along with comfortable indoor and outdoor seating, there are
lounges and a grill on board. 800 East Lakeshore Drive, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-482-0984 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI" Back to Top , OH © Sean/stock.adobe.com The Nara Nature Park is quite young, having been established as recently as 1993. Robert and Ruth Nara donated their property to the Houghton
community to become a nature park. Over time, additional land was purchased, the Nara Nature Chalet and Interpretive Center was built, and an animal shelter was created. In 2008, the trails were mapped and officially connected to the Michigan Tech trails. One of the treasures of the Nara Nature Park is the Boardwalk, which is a 4,500-foot bridge
that overlooks the Pilgrim River. There are fishing areas and kayak/canoe launching areas connected to the Boardwalk. 47375 US-41, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-487-2578 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI this Weekend with Friends" Back to Top © shock/stock.adobe.com As part of the Michigan Tech Student Development
Complex, the Maclnnes Student Ice Arena is home to the Michigan Tech Huskies hockey team. This is a 4,200-foot arena that has been built up to near-professional arena standards. Fitting a capacity of 4,466 people, the arena is now home to 14 luxury suites, a pro shop, nine locker rooms, and a video scoreboard. For those visiting and training, there
is a Puck Pit (thing batting cage for hockey) and a 1,500-foot fitness center. If you want to catch a game, be sure to check the home schedule. 1400 Townsend Drive, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-487-2975 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI this Weekend" Back to Top When you’re ready to dive into some interactive fun in
Houghton, stop by the Mine Shaft and Rock House. This building is designed with the old Quincy Mineshaft in mind, featuring rock tables, timber beams, and a bar with copper flecks. Along with an 18-lane bowling alley, there is an 18-hole miniature golf course and arcade with over 40 games. After a day of play and checking out the virtual reality
roller coaster, be sure to stop by the Rock House Grill for some delicious food. For the adults, 12 taps serve up local and regional beers. 915 Razorback Drive, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-482-1230 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI" Back to Top No visit to a new city would be complete without checking out one of the local
wineries or breweries. The Keweenaw Brewing Company has been serving up brews since 2007. Today’s patrons can either visit the brewery or go to the tasting room. At the brewery, an average of eight different brews is canned and shipped throughout Michigan. At the taproom, you can put your feet up around a 4-sided fireplace, the bar, or one of
the tables. Brews that were prepared on site are served for a small fee. Ask what’s on tap at the time, or look for one of their staples, like the Widow Maker Black Ale, the Pickaxe Blonde Ale, or the Borealis Broo. 408 Sheldon Avenue, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-482-5596 You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI" Back to Top Under
Rossi ownership since 1965, the Ambassador offers food that can be eaten in the restaurant or taken home to finish baking. Cheese and pepperoni pizzas are both available as partially made for take-and-bake orders. If you’'d like to dine in, which is always a great option, you’ll be treated to the full bar, including the 25-ounce fishbowl cocktails. Start
your meal off right with an appetizer, like chicken wings, tacos, or nachos. Then, dive into your entrée, a delicious specialty pasta, a delicious pizza, or a submarine sandwich. Try out the cudighi sandwich, which is homemade Italian sausage with Colby cheese and pizza sauce. 126 Sheldon Avenue, Houghton, MI 49931, Phone: 906-482-5054 A church
auction was the muse for the Four Seasons Tea Room. Today, locals and visitors to the area can find a great experience in a relaxing environment. Decorated in warm tones and woods, porcelain figures, satin table cloths, ladies’ hats, and ceramic teapots adorn the tea room. Besides wonderful tea options, Four Seasons offers tiered options for how
much of an experience you’d like. If you want just a touch of some elegant tea, consider the cream tea, which is tea served with scones and cakes. If you’d like to make it a larger experience, try the full afternoon tea, which includes a 3-tiered tray of sandwiches and sweets, an entrée, and a cup of soup. 606 Sheldon Avenue, Houghton, MI 49931,
Phone: 906-482-3233 "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI for Locals & Tourists - Restaurants, Hotels" Back to Top , Michigan beaches A.E. Seaman Mineral Museum of Michigan Tech, Photo: Minakryn Ruslan/stock.adobe.com Things to Do in Houghton, MI: Carnegie Museum, Photo: Carnegie Museum Things to Do in Houghton, MI: Isle Royale
Ranger III, Photo: bonniemarie/stock.adobe.com Nara Nature Park, Houghton, MI, Photo: Sean/stock.adobe.com Things to Do in Houghton, MI: Maclnnes Student Ice Arena, Photo: shock/stock.adobe.com Mine Shaft and Rock House, Houghton, MI, Photo: georgerudy/stock.adobe.com Keweenaw Brewing Company, Houghton, Michigan, Photo:
Keweenaw Brewing Company Ambassador Restaurant, Houghton, MI, Photo: beats /stock.adobe.com Four Seasons Tea Room, Houghton, MI, Photo: Four Seasons Tea Room Cover Photo: SNEHIT/stock.adobe.com You are reading "9 Best Things to Do in Houghton, MI " Back to Top Sean Pavone / shutterstock.comLansing, Michigan's sprawling
capital, encapsulates a variety of cultures and exudes a metropolitan ambiance.It is known for its beautiful countryside and bustling city. The Grand River flows through the city.Lansing is a diverse place to explore.Wanderers flock in hundreds every year to explore this underrated destination filled with treasured gems.There are surprises at every
corner.There are many things you can do, magnum spots you can visit, and scrumptious food you can try.Here are the best things to do in Lansing, Michigan:Say Hi to Wildlife at Potter ParkGordon Satoh / Shutterstock.comPotter Park is home to over 500 resident animals.They come from all over the globe and hence are diverse in their
habitat.Gordon Satoh / Shutterstock.comlt is quite impressive to watch those animals do their thing.The zoo is spread over a small area, making it look like a small habitat.There are petting areas for a few animals.John Rockstad / Shutterstock.comThe zoo authorities aim at conserving wildlife by propagating research and educating the masses.You
have to book your tickets online.John Rockstad / Shutterstock.comOpen the Doors to a Historical Era at R.E. Olds Transportation Museumehrlif / Shutterstock.comR.E. Olds Transportation Museum is a haven for all those who love vintage cars and automobiles.The museum consists of a classic collection of cars that dates back decades.You can learn
Lansing’s authentic transportation history at R.E. Olds.Susan Montgomery / Shutterstock.comYou can tour the museum and learn the nitty-gritty of automobiles and their work. You might take an hour or two to go through it all.It is an outrageous place for anyone fond of cars and wants to dive into its roaring history.ehrlif / Shutterstock.comTour the
State Capitol BuildingDmitriy Bryndin / Shutterstock.comIndulge in Michigan's ethos and rich culture at the State Capitol Building.It has been designated as the National Historic Landmark.As you enter the building, you’ll be metaphorically entering the Victorian era. Nagel Photography / Shutterstock.comThe elegance and grandeur of the building
are breathtaking.The magnificence of the building is enhanced by the well-lit chandeliers that elaborately hang from the ceiling.The interiors are alluring with faux-painted walls.The Victorian domes and arched hallways emanate nothing but royalty.Nagel Photography / Shutterstock.comHire a local tour guide who is well informed to learn more about
the place.They will take you to the right chambers and impart valuable lessons and interesting tales.It is a historical wonder!Nagel Photography / Shutterstock.comAdmire the Public Art and MuralsRemember that public art speaks volumes about the kind of place a city is.Wander around the streets of Lansing, and you’ll notice a lot of murals and
public art representations on the wall.They are vibrant and versatile. Each of them tells a story, a tale about Lansing.The murals are made by local artists only.They portray the real facet of Lansing.Take a while and look around, and you may stumble upon some fascinating art pieces that will leave you amazed.Go Back in Time at the Michigan History
Museumehrlif / Shutterstock.comThe Michigan History Museum is the heart of the state.Michigan has a glorious history etched to it.The museum displays all of it until the 20th century. Itwill take you on a trip down memory lane.You might have learned about it in your history textbooks, but witnessing it yourself is a different experience.ehrlif /
Shutterstock.comYou are permitted time in abundance to study the historical aspects.Even if you aren't from the States, you're recommended to visit at least once.Everything is displayed in an interesting manner.Stories always intrigue us humans, and this is your destination to gather a few tales of the old times.ehrlif / Shutterstock.comGaze at
Celestial Elements at Abrams PlanetariumNo machine-readable author provided. Lovelac7~commonswiki assumed (based on copyright claims)., CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia CommonsLocated on the city's eastern side, Abrams Planetarium is a magical place to be.It is dedicated to displaying the constellations, stars, and every celestial element.Every
week, they also have a show that talks about space and extraterrestrial elements.It is a fascinating spot when the stars hover over your head.The presentations are exciting and enjoyable. The dome above showcases vivid images of the planets, universe, and galaxies.Learn About the Replenishing Process at Fenner Nature CenterSusan G Land /
Shutterstock.comFenner Nature Center is an environment-devoted center.It is divided into acres covering only the green spaces.It is run by a nonprofit organization. You can walk in the vicinity for hours and reconnect with nature.Walking beneath the elaborate canopy and in between dense trees is surely refreshing.You would also see a lot of
blooming colorful flowers on the way.The air is fresh and pure.Take some time away from the bustling city and lose yourself in the wilderness of the woods. Right amid the city, you can experience a tranquil atmosphere and serenity.Catch a Glimpse of the Beaumont Towerpotomacpix / Shutterstock.comKnown as the most iconic tower in Lansing, the
Beaumont Tower stands as an amazing edifice.The tower strikes the bell at specific hours.It is one of those towers you might have read about or seen in the movies. T-I / Shutterstock.comlIt has a carillon that plays music and wakes up the whole city.The tower is well built; its architecture is Victorian with detailing at the top.You should catch a glimpse
of the structure while you're in Lansing.Experiment at the Impression 5 Science CenterSusan Montgomery / Shutterstock.comImpression 5 is a dynamic science center that provides visitors with various activities and science experiments.The experiments impart some important scientific knowledge and challenge your cognitive abilities. They also
have educational programming for kids and a dedicated play area.Kids especially love playing around here.A fun interactive session may turn out fruitful for your little ones.The best thing to do here is enjoy water activities.Go for a Bike Ride Along the Lansing River TrailT-I / Shutterstock.comThe Lansing River Trail is covers a long stretch.The river is
a tributary that goes through East Lansing and empties into the Grand River.The trail covers numerous parks and natural habitats. The atmosphere here is utterly peaceful.T-I / Shutterstock.comYou should take this route in the evening.The trail itself is naturally beautiful with minimal human interference.The landscape is stunning and worth the
walk.The trail is covered with woods, canopies, dense forests, and wetlands. T-I / Shutterstock.comlt is the offbeat side of Lansing.If you don’t prefer walking, you can also ride a bicycle.If you feel like experiencing serenity amid the city, walk this trail.It will surely turn into a rejuvenating time for you.T-I / Shutterstock.comHave Coffee at Reo
TownDj1997, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia CommonsReo Town is the place where Lansing is in its most lively state.This is more of a hippie place.The place emanates an artistic vibe that allures visitors to visit it at least once. Caffeine addicts have to try the coffee here.They serve the best coffee in town and have various flavors to try out. The
architecture is distinct and modernized compared to the rest of the town.It is a lively town with lively residents.Sneak a Peek into Old TownT-I / Shutterstock.comOld Town is exactly how you visualize it to be—full of quaint cafes, cute restaurants, and local shopping stores.One interesting fact: the Lasing River Trail ends here. If you want to try out
some local food items, this must be your stop.The restaurants serve lip-smacking food at affordable rates.The food is authentic and boasts local flavors in it, making it even more delicious.T-I / Shutterstock.comApart from this, there is an art gallery that displays pieces curated by the locals.At night, the town is well lit and looks surreal.lt is a nostalgic
place that would take you back to old times. You can also meander through some shops and take home souvenirs. It has something for everyone according to their choices and taste.T-I / Shutterstock.comKayak Through the Red Cedar RiverT-I / Shutterstock.comKayaking is quite popular around Lansing.Kayaks are readily available for rent from any of
the agencies, and River Town Adventure is a favorite among tourists.They offer the best services at reasonable rates.All the trips start from Lansing Market.T-I / Shutterstock.comThere are various paths offered, and you can choose any according to your requirements.You can witness a lot of aquatic life in the course.Paddling in the Red Cedar River is
quite smooth and steady.The volunteers guide you well and make the journey easier.Dine at Pablo’s Old TownPablo's Old Town is a popular restaurant in the town.It serves the best Mexican food.It is not an ordinary American restaurant.It is loaded with various delicacies and typical Mexican food.Opt for dinner here as you can sit in the outer part and
enjoy your food in the moonlight.Check Out Abstract 3D Art at Eli and Edythe Broad Art MuseumSNEHIT PHOTO / Shutterstock.comWhen you visit the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, you'll feel like you're at a major city's gallery displaying cutting-edge exhibits.Affectionately known as the MSU Broad, the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum is a
contemporary art museum that opened in 2012 in East Lansing located on the campus of Michigan State University.Designed by Zaha Hadid, this museum building is influenced by the movement trails interlaced all around the foundation.EQRoy / Shutterstock.comHere, you'll find a variety of interesting intersections that relate to unionization,
gender, race, urbanity, family, and the auto industry.You aren't only limited to seeing the artwork within the premises, though.There is a fantastic coffee shop inside for whenever your art appreciation inspires hunger or thirst.If that isn't enough, there's even a gift shop here.EQRoy / Shutterstock.comEnjoy the Tranquility of the W.]. Beal Botanical
GardenEQRoy / Shutterstock.comThe W.]. Beal Botanical Garden has a stunning landscape and spectacular floral displays with its stunning tranquil lawns, carefully arranged borders, and winding pathways that lead visitors through the extensive collections of plants.As the nation’s oldest continually operating university botanical garden of its kind,
this garden is the brainchild of Professor William James Beal,, who established it in 1873.EQRoy / Shutterstock.comIf you are into nature, you may find yourself in heaven once you set foot on this beautiful site.There are more than 2,000 separated plants and trees to admire in this botanical paradise, but people are usually seen here smelling the
roses, both metaphorically and literally. EQRoy / Shutterstock.comlIf you're in the mood for a relaxing stroll or an educational learning walk, this garden is the perfect place.You'll also see new ways to incorporate some botanicals into your own home or garden space, taking your design skills up a notch.EQRoy / Shutterstock.comWatch a Phenomenal
Show at Wharton Center for Performing ArtsThe original uploader was Jeffness at English Wikipedia., CC BY-SA 2.5, via Wikimedia CommonsWharton Center for Performing Arts has been a venue for amazing shows drawing in standing-room-only crowds and countless events that merge the arts and academics.This theater in East Lansing, Michigan
even serves as a space for community outreach initiatives that take it beyond its walls.Wharton Center, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia CommonsPerformances at Wharton Center go above and beyond to enrich lives by augmenting social well-being and bolstering the very value of art in everyday life.Before the Chicago Symphony’s 1982 season opened
at The Cobb Great Hall, the theater already had a successful track record.Wharton Center for Performing Arts is a fantastic venue for viewing orchestras and concerts.Wharton Center, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia CommonsYou need to check out this place if you're looking for some incredible theatrical performances like their Frozen Musical that
comes with fantastic lighting and sound design.Performances here deserve accolades for the caliber of creativity that fills up the place, especially those performed by the Lansing Symphony Orchestra.Final ThoughtsThe great state of Michigan is famous for its charm, hospitality, and natural delights, but there’s a reason why Lansing might be
considered one of the most successful Midwestern cities.Lansing is a delightful place that combines the rustic attitudes of Middle America with the cultured atmosphere of the artsy state capital.lt has its own unique way of charming residents and visitors alike.Enjoy some local flare with this list of must-see venues serving up the very best in Michigan
culture and cuisine with your choice of atmosphere!
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